Ij6                     QUEEN  ELIZABETH  I

at least ten thousand men from France and Spain. And crowning
joy! Englishmen were plotting a rising in her favour. "Tell the
ambassador3, she said to the Spanish ambassador's servant,
sthat if his master will help me, I shall be Queen of England in
three months.* and Mass shall be said all over the country/ *She
hath courage enough \ wrote Knollys of her, cto hold out as
long as any foot of hope may be left unto her/ Hope! That will-
o'-the-wisp 1